
NYFEA Winter Institute 2015 
Charleston, SC 

 The 49th annual Winter Institute of the National Young Farmers Educational Association 
was held in beautiful 65-70 degree weather in Charleston, South Carolina December 9-12, 2015. 

 The Institute kicked off with the delegates meeting Wednesday afternoon and the 
Executive Secretaries meeting and dinner Wednesday evening. 

 Thursday’s tours began with a visit to North America’s only tea plantation and 
processing plant.  We saw acres of tea bushes which live “forever” and are clipped 6 or 7 times a 
year to be shredded and dried for tea.  The same plants are used for black, green, and oolong tea; 
the only difference is in the processing.  

 

 Next we stopped at the Angel Oak, a 300-400 year old live oak tree.  The PA group posed 
for a photo under its branches. 



 

  

The port of Charleston exports millions of tons of products in containers, including 
agricultural products and BMW cars.  The Scoular Company exported 25% of South Carolina’s 
soybean crop from its Charleston terminal in 2014.  Most of Scoular’s products are soybeans and 
wheat.  Trucks from farmers are unloaded in minutes into large shipping containers and loaded 
onto ships, many going to China. 



 

 The afternoon was spent at the Charleston Market and sightseeing in Old Town 
Charleston.  Thursday evening we traveled to Boone Hall Plantation for a house tour and “Taste 
of South Carolina” Low Country Boil featuring oysters, pulled pork, flank steak, quail, 
shrimp/corn/potato boil, and peach cobbler. A great country band provided entertainment in the 
huge tent behind the plantation house. 



 

 Friday’s tours ventured farther into the inland agricultural area that was devastated by 
this year’s October floods.  We visited a pecan shop and peanut buying station.  Peanuts became 
a popular crop in SC with the end of the peanut quota system in 2003.  This station collects 20-
30,000 tons of peanuts in truckloads from local growers and delivers them to shellers in NC.  
Two types of peanuts are grown—Virginia which are sold in the shell, and Runner peanuts  
which are smaller and sold for candy and peanut butter.  One acre produces about 4000 pounds. 



 

 Next stop was the Elleree Cotton Gin where we saw big round bales of cotton being 
ginned to remove the seed, baled in 500 lb. square bales, and wrapped in plastic.  The Gin runs 
each harvest season October-December.  Each bale is labeled with the farm of origin and grade 
of cotton determined by samples sent to USDA in Florence SC.  The cotton seed is shipped by 
rail to be used for cow feed and its sale pays for the cost of ginning the cotton. 



 

 The Perrow Family Farm has been in the family since 1735 and they now farm 2500 
acres, 70% irrigated.  We saw peanut and cotton harvesting equipment as well as a 
demonstration of the use of a drone for agricultural purposes.  Here are the PYFA ladies posed 
on a cotton picker. 



 

 Our next stop was Middleton Place, a plantation owned by the Middleton family since 
1755 and originally owned by a signer of the Declaration of Independence.  It is the oldest 
landscaped garden in the U.S.  The house was destroyed in the Civil War and by an earthquake 
in 1886 but was rebuilt.  This is still a working plantation with demonstration blacksmith, 
cooper, and spinner, and a variety of heritage animals.  We enjoyed strolling around the acres of 
gardens along the river until dusk.  

 



 Friday evening’s dinner was served on the aircraft carrier Yorktown in Charleston harbor.  
We toured the ship and the planes and Medal of Honor Museum on board. 

 

 Saturday morning the Ag Decision-Makers College featured speakers from Clemson 
University, SC Department of Agriculture, SC Farm Bureau, and a first generation farmer.  They 
discussed the need for agri-business and agronomy graduates, how to attract young people to ag 
careers, the challenge of child labor laws, and the benefits of internships.  

 Pennsylvania’s Denise Sanner handed the President’s gavel to Jeff Bergman of MO for 
2016.  The Institute wrapped up with the banquet and awarding of the John Deere Ag 
Communications Award to two young men.  Pennsylvania had no entrants this year. 



 

  

Entertainment for the evening was Doug McCormick, 
Nashville recording artist, Clemson Agricultural Education 
graduate, and former SC FFA member. 

 

  

 

 

 

The 2016 Institute will be in Tampa FL December 6-11 and will be the 50th Institute.  
Registration is already open on the website www.nyfea.org so plan now to be there! 

 


