
PA Young Farmers Association 
Board Meeting 

December 30, 2014 
 

 The Board of the Pennsylvania Young Farmers Association met Tuesday, December 30, 
2014 at the Doubletree Hotel, Lancaster, PA.  The meeting was called to order by President 
Nathan Jamison at 9:02 am. Doyle Paul offered the opening prayer.  Those in attendance were: 
 
Robert Corman  Jason Rentzel   A. Dale Herr 
Jason Wolfe   Linda Krall   Fay Herr 
Ed Zug    Nathan Jamison  Nathan Kreider 
Denise Leydig   Doyle Paul   Keith Leydig 
Debbie Zug   Chris Weller   Samuel Glick 
Betsy Huber 
 

Minutes of the October 10, 2014, meeting were approved by motion of Denise 
Leydig/Bob Corman. 

Treasurer’s Report – Ed Zug distributed the financial report for 2014 to date.  Under 
miscellaneous income and expense were reflected the $2500 sponsorship Mifflinburg received 
from Monsanto which went through the PYFA account.  Our liability insurance reimbursed us 
for the $750 settlement for the photo copyright lawsuit.  Jason Wolfe moved, Jason Rentzel 
seconded to approve the report.  Motion carried. 

Budget 2015 – Ed presented the proposed 2015 budget.  Denise Leydig moved, Jason 
Rentzel seconded to present the proposed budget to the delegates at the Feb. 4th meeting.  
Carried. 

Membership Report – Edith Rhoads sent the membership report which also listed new 
life memberships, along with $63.08 interest from the Life Membership fund.   It was noted that 
Robert Pardoe Sr, Vernon Leininger , Elmira Knepper, Glen Zimmerman, Lloyd Welk, and 
Brian Zug passed away this year.  Edith will not accept reelection next year. 

Public Relations-  Linda Krall reported no contest applications have been received yet; 
deadline is January 10.  Spokesperson contestants are needed. 

Penn State Report – Doyle Paul reported a good start to the school year.  A Beginning 
Teachers workshop was held November 21-22 for teachers in their first five years.  A similar 
meeting will be held in the spring.  Nineteen student teachers will go out in January; possibly 14 
in 2016.  Penn State is looking for a full-time Center employee to replace Jonathan Seaman.  
Currently two people are visiting teachers in schools, Ron Frederick and Doyle.  He noted a 
change in date for the PYFA/PAAE summer conference in Tyrone, July 7-8, 2015.  **(later 
changed to July 14-15th.) 

Executive Secretary Report – Betsy Huber reported the photo copyright lawsuit was 
settled for $750 which was paid by our liability insurance.  We received a grant of $1000 from 
AT&T for the Winter Conference.  We were contacted for support for a grant which the Penn 
State Agricultural Law Center applied for on risk management.  Betsy thanked Debbie Zug for 
writing the letter of support.  If they receive the grant we will need to schedule a risk 
management workshop which the Ag Law Center will deliver at the 2016 winter conference. 

Betsy and A. Dale attended the PA Farmers Union “Leveraging Summit” which was 
organized to increase PFU membership.  PYFA received an invitation to the CTE Celebration 



Dinner.  Since it is February 3rd during our winter conference, no one will be able to attend from 
PYFA.  Betsy attended the NYFEA institute and has information on the 2015 and 2016 
Institutes. With the board of the PA State Council of Farm Organizations she met with the new 
Governor’s Secretary of Policy and Planning about agricultural focus in the new administration.  

She will set up the display at the Farm Show and is currently working on the program 
booklet for the conference.  Our website was down for a week because of old contact email the 
web host had on file.  The email has been updated so the website is back in operation. 

Regional Vice Presidents’ Reports – 
Western – Denise Leydig handed out the 2015 schedule for Berlin Brothersvalley.  She 

and Keith attended the NYFEA Institute and found it very worthwhile. 
Northern -  Jason Wolfe reported Mifflinburg held a First Responders Farm Safety Day, 

which was very successful with most fire companies and police departments attending.  He 
requested a list of advisors for chapters in his region. 

South-Central – Jason Rentzel reported they held their fall banquet.  Harvest is late this 
year. 

Eastern – Nathan Kreider reported Solanco is working hard on hosting the winter 
conference. 

Old Business –  
NYFEA report – Dan Wilkinson attended in Nathan’s place.  Other delegates were Ken 

Sanner, Carol Corman, and Jeff McClellan.  Denise Sanner was elected President.  The 
conference was very well organized.  PA is possibly being considered to host in 2019. 

PYFA Winter Conference – early registration deadline is January 3; contest applications 
due January 10.  Plans are set for a good conference. 

Program booklet review – members reviewed the conference schedule and delegate 
meeting agenda.  Public Relations needs nominees for the Honorary Member and Richard 
Hoppes Awards; board members submitted suggestions. 

PDE Report – Chris Weller joined the meeting and said the Department is awaiting 
announcement of the new Secretary of Education.  He is having the two Manuals printed and 
will mail them to each chapter president and advisor.  Mifflinburg YF will give a presentation on 
their Farm Safety Day at the Advisors meeting.  Chris suggested a new state award for a chapter 
holding an educational event, describing their process so other chapters can use. 

New Business – 
Nominations Committee – Dan Wilkinson is working on this.  President-Elect is needed 

for election, and Membership Chair to be appointed by the board. 
Linda said volunteers are needed at the Farm Show for their “Farm Show Detective” 

program for kids.  She also asked for information on the Ag in the Classroom program.  Cedar 
Crest District is interested in having teachers participate next summer. 

Bob Corman said there are openings for FFA Foundation Trustees. 
 
Next meeting Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at the Lancaster DoubleTree at 8:00 am.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:40 am by motion of Denise Leydig/Jason Rentzel. 
 
       Betsy Huber, Secretary 


