
PYFA Executive Board Meeting 

October 5, 2016 

Hoss’s Restaurant,  Bedford, PA 

 

Meeting called to order by President Denise Leydig at 9:40 a.m. 

 

Those in attendance were: 

Denise Leydig Dan Wilkinson Jennifer Balmer Judy Croner 

Steven Kline  Ed Zug  Debbie Zug  Denise Sanner  

Chris Weller  Doyle Paul  Deb Kammerer Becky Nas 

 

Doyle Paul offered the opening prayer. 

 

A motion was made by Ed Zug to approve the July 2016 meeting minutes as written. Dan 

Wilkinson 2nd. 

 

November 1 is the deadline for submitting articles to Betsy Huber for the website from local 

chapters and winter convention registration details. 

 

Treasurer Ed Zug distributed and went over an up to date copy of his treasury report.  

Treasurer's report filed for audit. 

 

Ed Zug asked that Winter Convention registration information please be passed on to Betsy 

Huber so that the info can be uploaded to the website. 

 

Membership chair Deb Zug presented her membership report. She reported that there are still 

three chapters that have not submitted dues money. They are Gettysburg, Red Lion and 

Selinsgrove. There are currently 771 state members, not including Gettysburg, Red Lion and 

Selinsgrove.  

 

Public Relations chair Jennifer Balmer presented her PR report. Jen stated that neither Tony 

Rice nor the runner up can go to the National Convention in December. Jen asked for 

suggestions on an alternative person to represent PA. Chris Weller suggested to offer the 

stipend to a State FFA member who is 18 or older, or a qualified Ag teacher if they are 

interested in going to National. 

 

Chris Weller gave a report for PDE. He announced that Cliff Day is continuing to work two days 

a week as an annuitant as long as there are projects for him to work on. Chris noted that he is 

planning to retire in March of 2017. He stated that the our career and technology organization 

money has been approved to pass through Dauphin Career and Technology. He plans to have 

our check issued before he leaves. He has the new stipulations printed to give to us.  He also 

notified the board that there will not be window space for a PYFA display at the 2017 Farm 

Show. Cliff stated that there is good growth in Ag Ed programs across the state. Scott Sheeley 

and Russell Redding are working on workforce based programs, specifically Ag education. He 



suggested that there may be opportunities for evening classes for community members at 

schools that have existing tech prep schools if there are teachers willing to participate. Chris 

stressed the importance of keeping the educational component incorporated into the local PYFA 

meetings. This could be accomplished by offering pesticide credits, or financial planning 

instruction, or something of that sort.   

 

Doyle Paul presented his Penn State report. He circulated a typed, up to date report prepared 

by Dr. Ewing. He stressed the importance of getting more information as well as current 

information on the PYFA website. Doyle noted that enrollment is slightly down in the AEE 

teacher certification program. He stated that there is a national shortage of Ag teachers. There 

will be 7 student teachers going out in the field from Jan-April to teach in each of the four 

regions. Doyle encourages us to contact the center with professional development needs. 

Requests can be directed to: TeachAg@psu.edu. He also reiterated to utilize the centers 

website to find information for programming at http://aese.psu.edu/teachag. Any updates for the 

website should be directed to Terra Ingram at tni102@psu.edu. 

 

Regional VP reports 

 

Bill Zollers emailed in a report from his PSCFO meeting that he attended in September. 

 

Steve Kline requested an up to date list of local chapters and contact info for his northern region 

in preparation for potential conference planning. Steve is having a challenging time securing 

commitment from local chapters to host the 2019 PYFA winter conference. He hopes to have an 

update by the upcoming winter conference to decide how best to proceed.  

 

Judy Croner reported on the southwest region, primarily Somerset County. They had exhibits 

set up at Somerset County Fair and Berlin Community Fair. Berlin Brothersvalley Young 

Farmers exhibit won blue ribbons at both fairs. 

 

 

Chris Weller encouraged all chapters to attempt incorporating educational meetings year round, 

not just picnics in the summer, whether it is twilight meetings or another option. 

 

Steve Kline moved a motion to donate $50 to 5 Forks Brethren in Christ Church building fund in 

the name of Gerald Reichard, former Ag teacher and Secretary of PAAE who recently passed. 

Becky Nas 2nd. 

 

Denise Sanner brought us updates for NYFEA. The upcoming institute is in Tampa, FL. It is the 

50th anniversary of institutes. It is being hosted by national. Please check the website as there 

have been some changes to the traditional schedule. As of right now, the first delegate session 

in on Wednesday night at 7pm. Delegate selection needs to be confirmed with Denise Sanner 

asap. Pennsylvania is in charge of decorating at the Gasparilla pool party being held on 

Thursday evening. Denise welcomes any volunteers to help with the project. 

 

mailto:TeachAg@psu.edu
http://ease.psu.edu/teachag


At 12 noon, we took a lunch recess. Reconvened at 12:21pm. 

 

Denise Sanner reported that Savannah, GA is hosting in 2017, Rogers, AR/Baton Rouge, 

LA/New Orleans, LA  is slated for 2018 and in 2019 the NYFEA Institute might be in 

Pennsylvania or Indiana. A commitment needs to be made by December. 

 

Our next PYFA board meeting will be held at 9:30am on Wednesday, December 28 at the 

Courtyard Marriott in Shippensburg. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:42pm.  

 

Prepared by Becky Nas, Secretary 


